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Overall Course and Instructor

Overall, I would rate the effectiveness of this instructor Samuel Mindes as ...

1. Overall, I would rate the effectiveness of instructor Samuel Mindes as ...

Statistics Value

Response Count 49

Mean 4.7

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.6

Overall, I would rate the quality of this course SOC 310.01-7888 Development of Social Theory as ...

1. Overall, I would rate the quality of this course SOC 310.01-7888 Development of Social Theory as ...

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.5

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.5

Overall, I would rate the value of what I learned in this course as ...

1. Overall, I would rate the value of what I learned in this course as ...

Statistics Value

Response Count 49

Mean 4.6

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.5
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Overall Question Set

Count Inst Mean Median SD Dept Mean

Effectiveness of Instructor 49 4.7 5.0 0.6 4.4

Quality of Course 50 4.5 5.0 0.5 4.3

Value 49 4.6 5.0 0.5 4.3
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Overall Feedback Comments

Is there any other additional feedback you would like to provide?

Comments

i really liked the class

n/a

I enjoyed this course very much

The TA was more harsh than the instructor.

Keep being one of the best professors! Also, there's got to be another way to increase class participation. I feel like you should just
assign groups so people don't have to struggle talking to people – especially for those introverts.

I have taken a class with you prior to this, and I have to say, the way that you structured your Youth and Society class (in regards to
both the readings and the classroom activities) would have suited this class quite nicely in my opinion. It doesn't mean that you
would have had to do only one reading in a week, but maybe two every week, and have group work on the readings. I don't know, but
I have the feeling that I would have rather had a really firm grasp on a couple readings each unit, than have a slight grasp on a lot of
readings from the unit.

Professor Mindes had some of the most aesthetic and well organized presentations that I have seen in my college career. This
helped me to stay engaged in the course.

great class!

Good course very interesting

I really enjoyed have Samuel as my professor and I hope I get to have another class with him.

n/a

I really like this class I just hope I can take what I have learned and apply it to the world around me. Really appreciate the teachings
and look forward to more sociology courses in the future.

No

I just wanted to say that I wasn't sure if I wanted to major in sociology but your class definitely confirmed that this is the major for me.

No.

thank you for taking the critique of the tests into account when we were doing it in class, those changes helped me be less stress. 
also the intro to the online lectures make me laugh

n/a

N/A

Nope.

Sam is fine as an instructor, no glaring complaints, but I think he could be better if he incorporated different media, found ways to
encourage class discussion, and delivered meaningful feedback in a prompt manner.

ALL IN ALL AN AMAZING COURSE AND TEACHER

N/A

this class was super interesting and informative!
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Instructor Questions and Comments

Instructor Questions

Count
Inst

Mean
Median SD

Dept
Mean

Clearly connected the course learning goals to course activities, assignments, and
assessments

50 4.9 5.0 0.2 4.7

Was enthusiastic about teaching the course. 50 4.8 5.0 0.6 4.7

Used a variety of explanations, examples, activities and/or teaching approaches to teach
difficult points

50 4.8 5.0 0.5 4.6

Provided clear and useful feedback on student work/performance to improve learning. 50 4.7 5.0 0.7 4.4

Was available and helpful when asked. 50 4.9 5.0 0.4 4.7

Treated students and their ideas with respect. 50 4.9 5.0 0.3 4.7

To what extent are these statements true about the instructor? Samuel Mindes

Count Mean Median Always/Usually % Sometimes % Rarely/Never %

Clearly connected the course learning goals to
course activities, assignments, and
assessments

50 4.9 5.0 50

1
0
0
%

0
0
%

0
0
%

Was enthusiastic about teaching the course. 50 4.8 5.0 48
9
6
%

1
2
%

1
2
%

Used a variety of explanations, examples,
activities and/or teaching approaches to teach
difficult points

50 4.8 5.0 48
9
6
%

2
4
%

0
0
%

Provided clear and useful feedback on student
work/performance to improve learning.

50 4.7 5.0 46
9
2
%

3
6
%

1
2
%

Was available and helpful when asked. 50 4.9 5.0 50

1
0
0
%

0
0
%

0
0
%

Treated students and their ideas with respect. 50 4.9 5.0 50

1
0
0
%

0
0
%

0
0
%
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To what extent are these statements true about the instructor? Samuel Mindes

1. Clearly connected the course learning goals to course activities,
assignments, and assessments

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.9

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.2

2. Was enthusiastic about teaching the course.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.8

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.6

3. Used a variety of explanations, examples, activities and/or
teaching approaches to teach difficult points

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.8

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.5

4. Provided clear and useful feedback on student
work/performance to improve learning.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.7

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.7

5. Was available and helpful when asked.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.9

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.4

6. Treated students and their ideas with respect.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.9

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.3
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What are the strengths of Samuel Mindes as an instructor?

Comments

Very thoughtful and caring instructor

clear structure and concepts. easy to understand the material, uses relevant and memorable examples that keep the lecture
interesting. It is obvious he enjoys teaching the subject and wants to help students succeed

He helps break down ideas and give us a better understand of the topics we learned in class

did a good job of explaining things and was very knowledgeable on everything.

kept class interesting and did not hesitate to help us when we asked and he got creative with teaching us via in class and online. I
really enjoyed taking the class I thought I would struggle more but he made it so easy to understand and learn the material, by far
one of the best professors I've taken here at WSU

The powerpoints were engaging and helpful, once classes went online they were very easy to follow along with because you could
pause the video and go back and such. I really appreciate the pre recorded videos.

he makes complicated lectures easy to understand, while providing clear examples. further, if something in the course is not
working well for students, he will change it or find a way to further strengthen our learning. he also balances out the course perfectly,
by assuring assignments are not extremely difficult, but do further your understanding without being too easy.

He connects well with the class and the content, entertaining presenter. He is able to make the lectures fun

Dr. Mindes does a great job providing examples and explanation about the key concepts and what is the actual learning goal.

Great presentation skills, clear and definitely helpful in interpreting theorists

He is super approachable and VERY good at keeping things interesting

Very good at transitioning to online recorded lectures

Very knowledgeable, approachable, and has interesting lectures – love the sly jokes he makes. Definitely one of my favorite
professors. I especially loved the introduction for the online lectures.

A very well composed, role model of a professor.

He was great an explaining the readings and different theories.

Great instructor

He definitely knows what he is talking about which makes the course very interesting

VERY KIND, HELPFUL AND WILLING TO ACCOMMODATE STUDENT NEEDS

He is a very approachable professor. Many professors are intimidating which makes asking questions sometimes "scary".
Because of his polite and easy–going manner, I feel students were able to get more information out of him.

Mindes is really good at explaining the topics he teaches in various ways.

He is very knowledgable about social theory and can explain the concepts very well. He is also very helpful to students if they need
help or any questions he can answer them.

I thought he was one of the best Professors I had. He clearly explains the content and is very helpful when you come to him for help
regarding class material.

His lecture is highly structured, so it is good especially for international students to understand.

Does not waste time, gets into material right away.

his ability to give multiple examples of a concept or new term so students could get a good understanding.

I think that you do a good job of organizing your notes and explaining the course material.

Being flexible and receptive to the class. Also being well versed in subject matter.

Effectively gave information on the readings which was something that really helped when completing the readings

His strengths were that you could tell how much he cared about teaching the material to us. Class was structured to expand our
knowledge of sociology and not drown us with unneeded work.

Passionate about subject. Always willing to explain difficult concepts further to students.

he always explains concepts very clearly and he is always easy to understand even when talking about difficult concepts.

He is very understanding and works with you. I also enjoyed his teaching strategy

He explains the readings really well. Most of the readings were dense, but he made it easy to understand the reading's overall
message. He's a wonderful instructor, and his class encouraged me to learn more about social theory.

Always very enthusiastic and invested in what he was teaching. Passionate about sociology and teaching it.

Connecting social theory terms to examples people can relate to, to help them understand the concepts of each term.

Communication and understanding
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Comments

his lectures are clear and he is capable of answering questions when asked.

Definitely respectful and passionate about the course. He seems to really enjoy teaching and tries to have fun with it which makes it
better and more interesting. Really like the style of slides/presentations for lecture

BREAKING DOWN POINTS TO HELP YOU LEARN THEM

His lectures were awesome

Great teacher.

He put a lot of effort into the power points and syllabus which made it more interesting. He is also very passionate and
knowledgeable about social theory. I also liked when he told us how certain theorists names were pronounced wrong and would
tell us how it actually is.

he is super passionate about the material and explains confusing topics very well

He is very engaged and interested in the content.

Great listener and always made himself available for contact.
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Give one or two specific and reasonable things the instructor, Samuel Mindes, could do to improve
his/her teaching?

Comments

nothing comes to mind

perhaps being louder, although the classroom is smaller some important words or examples are hard to catch

more varying assignments

nothing class was great!!

The exams were a little bit on the harder side in class, the quotes were the hardest so i would say going over all the quotes in class
versus only one per lecture as we were doing before classes switched online.

i personally think that Sam's teaching was phenomenal, one of the best instructors i have had, therefore i do not have any criticisms
over his teaching.

nothing he is a great professor and I enjoyed his teaching methods

N/A

n/a

Nada.

Nothing I can think of. I really like how you engaged the classroom by making people move forward, and I also liked the variety of
resources you used to teach. Also, whatever you do... DO NOT GO AWAY FROM SOCRATIVE. Everyone I know who has to use
something like Top Hat or Learning Catalytics instead, when I show them Socrative, they lose their minds and they love it so much.
Get other teachers to start using it.

N/A

none

Engage more with the students, ask more questions

nothing. he always does his best to do whats best for the student at the moment.

Readings assigned were pretty hard to read, which makes sense because many of them were written so long ago and were often
even translated. At the beginning of the semester, this made learning the material tough, but a few weeks Professor Mindes made
an adjustment that made learning easier. Therefore, my only complaint is to have that adjustment be a part of the course to begin
with for future classes.

Nothing. I really think Mindes is a perfect instructor because he's very reasonable with everything.

Maybe be more enthusiastic about teaching more happy instead of just lecturing, and more group work to make the class more
interesting. Sometimes it felt like the class was boring becuase he wasn't making the class fun. It was mostly lecture which was
hard to stay focused at times.

It would be better if he post his lecture slides on BB.

Make the class at a later time in the day. Nobody has the energy to think about social theory at 9am. Otherwise when you continue
asking questions to the class you wont get many hands in the air and people will not even bother to try. (me)

I guess this comment is more towards your TA. With that being said one thing that I would have liked was for her to grade the writing
out loud a lot sooner. Only because since you said that if we get a low score on one of the writing out loud we can do fourth one. Yet
we got our grades long after we had moved on to the next unit. But it's not the biggest deal since I know that grading takes a while to
do.

Honestly Professor Mindes was great, and I can't think of much.

One suggestion would be to keep making the readings due at the end of the day after lecture because personally for me it helped a
ton, those first couple readings were hard to understand

I honestly thought he instructed the course well and can't think of anything he can improve on.

N/A

n/a

Spend a little more time on more complex concepts. Occasionally, I struggled with comprehending some social theories and would
have loved a little bit more of an explanation.

I don't know what he could do to improve, I think the teaching methods he used in this course is fine the way it is.

Grading slightly faster

Incorporate different forms of media to help illustrate difficult abstract concepts. He did this in the very beginning but not much later
on. Also, the feedback on assignments was almost nonexistent. It was also frustrating that grades for assignments from a
particular unit would not all be submitted before the unit test.

It would be really helpful to have a review day/time during the class before an exam day. Sometimes we don't have time to see you
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Comments

or email, and it would be great to have a small review session just open for questions or confusion before an exam

I don't think he needs to improve on anything he did a really good job

Made things clear, in all assignments.

I think slow down the pace of the course if at all possible and focus more time on each theorist.

have maybe one separate lecture per unit about review and questions

Improve the "Writing Out Loud"
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Course Questions and Comments

Course Questions

Count
Inst

Mean
Median SD

Dept
Mean

The assignments and/or activities supported the learning goals for this course. 50 4.9 5.0 0.4 4.6

The graded evaluations (for exams, assignments, etc) were clearly connected to the
learning goals

50 4.8 5.0 0.4 4.6

The course encouraged critical and creative thinking. It made me stop and think. 50 4.8 5.0 0.4 4.5

The course expanded my knowledge and understanding of the subject. 49 4.9 5.0 0.4 4.6

How effective were these aspects of the course SOC 310.01-7888 Development of Social Theory for
you?

Count Mean Median Always/Usually % Sometimes % Rarely/Never %

The assignments and/or activities supported
the learning goals for this course.

50 4.9 5.0 50

1
0
0
%

0
0
%

0
0
%

The graded evaluations (for exams,
assignments, etc) were clearly connected to
the learning goals

50 4.8 5.0 50

1
0
0
%

0
0
%

0
0
%

The course encouraged critical and creative
thinking. It made me stop and think.

50 4.8 5.0 50

1
0
0
%

0
0
%

0
0
%

The course expanded my knowledge and
understanding of the subject.

49 4.9 5.0 49

1
0
0
%

0
0
%

0
0
%
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How effective were these aspects of the course SOC 310.01-7888 Development of Social Theory for
you?

1. The assignments and/or activities supported the learning goals
for this course.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.9

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.4

2. The graded evaluations (for exams, assignments, etc) were
clearly connected to the learning goals

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.8

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.4

3. The course encouraged critical and creative thinking. It made
me stop and think.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.8

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.4

4. The course expanded my knowledge and understanding of the
subject.

Statistics Value

Response Count 49

Mean 4.9

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.4
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Please provide comments about aspects of the course that did or did not help you learn (either aspects
listed above or others not listed).
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Comments

Everything was clear and concise

The readings were more effective while they were due before class. Any questions or confusion is cleared during lecture. however,
cannot complain about having them due by the end of that day, this just consisted of more review to fully grasp the concepts. Just a
personal observation

I enjoyed the Socrative quizzes during class

all the assignments are useful

I really enjoyed the use of socratic it helped me understand a lot in the start of semester, moving forward the online lectures helped
too especially the quote interpetations

The WOL helped me better get to know the material, however I do think that discussion boards for a grade would have been helpful
as well. I also enjoyed the socrative activities and think that they helped me.

i really enjoyed how organized the class was, and the routine that we had. further, it was helpful that the students feedback was
always important, and Sam took everything we said in consideration. also as we transitioned online, Sam took all the necessary
steps to make it an easy transition, and made the online course feel like an in person course.

Nothing really I believe this class was very well structured and entertaining

The way the powerpoints were structured, WOLs helped me get the big ideas

Sometimes I would receive a low grade but an unreasonable explanation why

The Writing Out Louds were very helpful, and easier to understand once we had gone through the lesson.

As great as they were, and I loved learning about a lot of things, I felt like the readings were too close together. And although you
only needed 3 or 4 to pass the section, it was a struggle to keep up with the readings (as difficult as they were to comprehend). I
personally would have appreciated less readings, and gone more in–depth with the readings.

N/A

none

The Writing Out Louds were helpful in understanding the material

The Writing Out Louds were sort of tough, especially in the beginning, but they did make me stop and think about the material which
is good.

The reflective paper. I felt as if it was busy work and did not contribute to my knowledge because I already learned what was
required of the paper and I did not feel as if it was beneficial.

The writing out louds that we had weekly were very difficult and I felt that I learned more from the lecture than did writing essays
during the week.

I found the lecture videos to be very helpful and informative.
I did not think the quote interpretation to very useful in my learning and comprehension of the material. 
I am glad that the writing out louds were due at the end of the day so I was able to listen to lecture and draw from that information as
well. I thought the writing out louds helped further my understanding and prepared me for the test. Having tests back to back was a
bit stressful, maybe less exams and more quizzes would be better for students

I learned a lot better when the course switched to online format rather than in person. The videos were helpful to play back and
pause at anytime.

The writing out loud definitely helped to better understand the course material.

Honestly this class was one of the most interesting because i was able to understand how some things in society came to be a
thing, very eye opening

His lectures were always full of information and I enjoyed going to class. Teacher kept students engaged in the material.

Writing out louds helped me engage with course concepts.

The Writing Out Loud assignments helped me understand the readings better, and they overall helped me in preparing for the
exams and for the Reflective Essay assignment. In addition, the lectures were amazing and helped clarify any confusion I had with
the assigned readings.

Writing Out Loud assignments helped me to think deeper about the course concepts and see how they applied to every day life.

what helped me understand the chapter in the course was the explanation of each chapter during lecture.

Writing out louds were helpful and thought–provoking, as was socrative quizzes

N/A

The class was very fast paced and it was sometimes hard to keep up.

i really enjoyed the readings and the writing out loud a helped me to understand them way better and think more in depth
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Student Effort and Responsibility

How often did you do the following to learn in this course SOC 310.01-7888 Development of Social
Theory ?

Count Mean Median SD
Always/
Usually

% Sometimes %
Rarely/
Never

%

I was self-motivated to learn this course material. 50 4.3 4.0 0.8 41
8
2
%

8
1
6
%

1
2
%

I sought assistance when I needed it. 50 4.1 4.0 1.0 39
7
8
%

5
1
0
%

6
1
2
%

I invested enough time and energy to meet/exceed
the course requirements.

50 4.3 4.0 0.7 43
8
6
%

7
1
4
%

0
0
%

I participated actively and contributed thoughtfully to
course sessions.

49 4.2 4.0 0.9 38
7
8
%

9
1
8
%

2
4
%

I attended course sessions and/or individual
appointments.

50 4.7 5.0 0.5 49
9
8
%

1
2
%

0
0
%

Overall, I gave my best possible effort to learning in
this course.

50 4.5 5.0 0.7 45
9
0
%

5
1
0
%

0
0
%
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How often did you do the following to learn in this course SOC 310.01-7888 Development of Social
Theory ?

1. I was self-motivated to learn this course material.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.3

Median 4.0

Standard Deviation 0.8

2. I sought assistance when I needed it.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.1

Median 4.0

Standard Deviation 1.0

3. I invested enough time and energy to meet/exceed the course
requirements.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.3

Median 4.0

Standard Deviation 0.7

4. I participated actively and contributed thoughtfully to course
sessions.

Statistics Value

Response Count 49

Mean 4.2

Median 4.0

Standard Deviation 0.9

5. I attended course sessions and/or individual appointments.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.7

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.5

6. Overall, I gave my best possible effort to learning in this course.

Statistics Value

Response Count 50

Mean 4.5

Median 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.7
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Typically, how much time per week did you spend on this course outside of class?

1. Typically, how much time per week did you spend on this course
outside of class?

Statistics Value

Response Count 50
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What else could you have done, or done differently, to increase your learning in this class?

Comments

Different circumstances would have helped

mostly go back to the lectures to refresh before exams. I understood the concepts in lecture but I could have dedicated more time to
reading

focused more time on it

Maybe ask for more help in terms of studying for exams because those kinda killed me

The plan second half of the semester was to seek more help outside of class because the way that I was doing things before just
wasn't working. However, COVID–19 interrupted that.

nothing, i felt the class was structured with resources if help was needed, and the professor/ta was always available when needed

spend more time on the readings

Read every work for the class

Studied earlier

I found that having a reliable friend in this course to talk over the material helped me a lot.

Participated more when we had class.

I could have read more (duh)

N/A

none

Paid closer attention to the lecture material

I could have contributed more to the lecture by asking and answering questions which would have increased my own learning and
maybe the learning of others who had the same questions.

Nothing. I gave my best!

I think I could have maybe studied a little bit more for tests. It was hard because I had so much reading for this class and others but
I really did my best to stay on top of everything. Also maybe ask more questions, I asked few questions for the professor so material
was harder for me to understand. Next time I plan to ask more questions and get help if needed.

Talk more with my peers could have helped me understand content more or go to instructors office hours. I could have used my
resources a lot more.

I think that I could have asked more questions in class. I'm a quiet person so I don't tend to raise my hands but I wish that I had.

COVID–19 definitely made post Spring Break hard, and that was about it.

Gone to class more

Material came easy to me. Wouldn't have changed a thing.

N/A

I would go to class more often.

Reached out more often to the professor and TA before assignments were due

I could have participated more during class discussions.

I would've done more of the course readings even when I did not necessarily need to in order to complete and assignment.

re–watch lectures.

Put more effort into reading.

read the readings

Been on top of the readings more to come to class prepared

NOTHING I FELT THAT DR.MINDS DID A GREAT JOB OF TEACHING

I could have been more active in the first two months of class

Paid more attention in lectures.

I could have given myself more time to complete the WOL's

rewatch the online lecture videos
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End of Report
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